
Kentucky’s exports hit record $27.6 billion in 2015 
Aerospace, motor vehicles and pharmaceuticals top among products sold internationally 

 
Kentucky makes quality products and the increasing international demand for them 
stands as further evidence. Worldwide appetite for Kentucky-made products and services 
totaled $27.6 billion in 2015, up slightly from the prior year’s $27.5 billion, even as 
exports declined nationally. 
 
The state’s exports provide both jobs at home and global exposure for the goods and 
services the Commonwealth’s workforce builds, brews, distills, provides, engineers and 
assembles. 
 
Aerospace products and parts led Kentucky’s export categories with more than $8.7 
billion in goods transported across borders, an increase of more than 12 percent over 
2014. In aerospace-related exports, Kentucky ranked third nationally for the year. 
 
Overall, the state’s 2015 exports increased $14.5 million over the 2014 total. That placed 
Kentucky ninth nationally by percentage increase and 17th by dollar amount, according to 
data from the U.S. Census Bureau Foreign Trade Division and WISERTrade.  
 
Kentucky’s positive numbers stand in contrast to a 7.2 percent decline nationally during 
2015.  
 
Kentucky exported to 198 nations in 2015, with Canada, United Kingdom, Mexico, 
China and France as the state’s top five trade partners. The Commonwealth sold more 
than $7.2 billion in products and services to Canada last year, nearly three times as much 
as the next largest destination, the U.K.  
 
The state’s largest percentage increases by destination in 2015 were Austria (59.6 
percent), Brazil (20.5 percent), China (16.4 percent), Singapore (14.7 percent) and the 
Republic of Korea (12.4 percent). 
 
By industry category, following aerospace were motor vehicles ($3.5 billion), 
pharmaceuticals and medicines ($1.7 billion), motor vehicle parts ($1.5 billion), resin and 
synthetic rubber, artificial and synthetic fibers and filament ($1.2 billion) and basic 
chemicals ($987 million). Those categories are established under the North American 
Industry Classification System. 
 
Pharmaceuticals and medicines saw the highest percentage increase in 2015 (35.1 
percent), followed by engines, turbines and power transmission equipment (26.6 percent) 
and basic chemicals (22 percent). 
 
The Commonwealth ranks fifth nationally in motor vehicle exports for 2015. In total, 
Kentucky’s automotive industry – with parts, bodies, trailers and whole vehicles 
combined – exported more than $5.3 billion in products throughout 2015. 
 



The state’s spirits industry exported to 100 countries last year, with the whiskey category 
– which includes bourbon – topping the list at more than $310.6 million. Kentucky 
ranked first nationally in liqueurs and cordials exporting in 2015 with close to $35.4 
million in products shipped around the world. 
 
Through the Kentucky Export Initiative the state helps businesses learn about and 
connect with exporting opportunities. KEI brings together a coalition of business 
organizations, trade experts and government entities including the Kentucky Cabinet for 
Economic Development with a focus on increasing Kentucky exports to create new jobs 
and diversified markets for the state’s products. 


