
Making Business Strong.
Making Life Exceptional.
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A welcoming state 
with a personality all its own

Kentucky is that perfect blend of business-friendly and comfortable  
living. Our location, low business costs, supportive industries and 
personal service make Kentucky the destination of choice for hundreds 
of companies each year. Our quality of life, with low cost of living and 
an abundance of recreational options, is unsurpassed. Once you come 
here, you will not want to leave.

There’s a lot to l ve about Kentucky,  
and we want to share the l ve.

The Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development 
and KentuckyUnited are strong partners in promoting 

the Commonwealth as the ideal place to do 
business. If you would like to get involved,  

please contact us about available opportunities.

(800) 626-2930

KENTUCKY
Making Business Strong.

Making Life Exceptional.



The Kentucky Story

Kentucky's advantages 
The climate in Kentucky is great  

for business–and for living. Here  
are ways Kentucky can help your 
company thrive.

Location = access
Kentucky’s central location provides quick  

access to  a massive industrial and consumer 
market. The state is within 600 miles of over  
65 percent of the nation’s population, personal 
income and manufacturing establishments.

Fast delivery
Products manufactured in Kentucky can be 

shipped anywhere in the world, virtually overnight. 
With two global shipping hubs–DHL and UPS, five 
commercial airports,  dozens of general aviation 
facilities, 20 interstates and major highways 
and thousands of miles of rail and waterways, 
Kentucky’s logistical advantages are unsurpassed.

Workforce excellence
We know a strong workforce is key to any 

company's success. That's why Kentucky will assist 
any business–new or expanding–to find, train and 
grow their employees. We do this at little to no cost. 
We also offer innovative programs that are gaining 
national attention. 

Powering business
Kentucky has the lowest cost of electricity  

in the industrial sector among states east of  
the Mississippi River and the 4th lowest in  
the U.S.–more than 20 percent lower than the  
national average.

Entrepreneurial spirit 
We help turn good ideas into new businesses. 

That’s why Kentucky is among the nation’s leaders 
in small business growth. Through the state’s  
Office of Entrepreneurship and the Kentucky 
Innovation Network, we’re here to assist new 
companies every step of the way.  

FDI magnet
With 450 internationally owned companies 

from 33 nations calling Kentucky home, the 
Commonwealth has long been in the forefront 
of attracting Foreign Direct Investment project 
activity. Those companies employ more than  
90,000 people full time.

 Low business costs 
Kentucky’s business costs have always been 

well below the national average. Labor costs were 
18 percent below the national average last year 
while productivity is above the national average. 
Additionally, Kentucky will work to lower your cost 
of doing business by tailoring our flexible incentive 
programs to meet your specific needs.  

Quality of life
Not only is Kentucky a great place to grow your 

business; it’s also a beautiful place to raise your 
family. The state has among the lowest costs of 
living in the U.S., and housing costs 30 percent 
lower than the national average.

Lasting partnerships
In Kentucky, we are your partner. We will work 

personally with you to find a suitable location, 
train workers and advocate on your behalf. That 
partnership continues even after your company is 
established, because we are committed to your  
long-term success.

Kentucky is  
within one day's 

drive or a two 
hour flight from 

two-thirds of the 
U.S. population

Kentucky is 
located at 
the center 

of a 34-state 
distribution area

Gov. Bevin helps cut the ribbon for Genscape's new space in Louisville.

Kentucky on a global stage

19∙3%

Nearly 500 Kentucky businesses have international roots, representing 34 nations

100,000 Total jobs from internationally owned facilities

Kentucky’s manufacturing GDP,  
currently 19.3 percent, has grown 
at nearly twice the national average 
since 2008.

Making products for the world

NEW & EXPANDING
INDUSTRY INVESTMENT 
BY SECTOR
LAST 5 YEARS

FDI investment announced in past 5 years:

$6,900,000,000

Logistics options galore
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HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS  
10 interstates  
10 state parkways

GLOBAL SHIPPING HUBS 
UPS and DHL

AIRPORTS 
6 Commercial, including 
2 International 
60+ Regional

WATERWAYS  
1,590 miles of commercially navigable waterways  
9 public riverports

RAILROADS  
2,760 miles of track  
2,299 miles of Class I track

FREIGHT  
275 million tons move across  
Kentucky roadways each week

Kentucky is  
within one day's 

drive or a two 
hour flight from 

two-thirds of the 
U.S. population

AUTOMOTIVE 43%

FOOD & BEVERAGE 14%

PRIMARY METALS 14%

DISTRIBUTION & LOGISTICS 9%

BUSINESS & FINANCIAL SERVICES 9%

CHEMICALS 11%

Kentucky is quickly becoming a national hub for manufacturing. From luxury automobiles to innovative new 

medicines, Kentucky makes products the world wants. This manufacturing prowess has also strengthened many 

other industries in Kentucky, such as distribution and logistics, food and beverage, healthcare and others.

 In addition, Kentucky is in the midst of a workforce development revolution, taking steps to increase the size of  

the workforce and to ensure that workers in every community are prepared for the jobs of the future. 

 We offer companies unparalleled advantages such as personalized service, a perfect location, an abundance of 

logistics options and aggressive incentives. These factors and more have encouraged record numbers of companies 

to locate or expand in Kentucky.

Kentucky exports increased  
37.4 percent over the last 5 years
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In addition to our low business costs and incredible workforce, 

Kentucky now brings Right to Work to the table. For companies 

considering a new or expanded location, that makes a good business 

decision even better. And stay tuned. Even more pro-business 

changes are coming, and even more reasons to Think Kentucky.


