
Looking for sky high potential? 
Think Kentucky for Aerospace and Defense 

GROWING BUSINESS. CUTTING RED TAPE.
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Industries Supporting
Aerospace/Defense   
IN KENTUCKY

Aluminum

Steel + Iron

Rubber + plastics

• Employees in thousands
• Facilities in ten hundreds

20,600 employees
200 facilities

6,400 employees
45 facilities

28,600 employees
225 facilities

Growing to Meet Demand
Kentucky has hundreds of companies that make the 
products that businesses need. Below are examples of 
industry sectors that have grown in the past five years.

Industry New Companies New Jobs

Aluminum Production 47 2,877

Primary Metals 81 4,308

Rubber & Plastics 135 4,153

Kentucky offers abundant resources for aerospace manufacturers. Our 
aluminum reserves are among the greatest in the region, and the 180+ 
aluminum-related facilities in Kentucky stand ready to make products of  
all types. 

In addition, Kentucky offers a variety of other primary metal manufacturers 
as well as hundreds of plastics, rubber and composites makers; ensuring 
an adequate supply of materials needed to keep the aerospace industry  
sky high.

Several aluminum producers recently announced plans to build new 
or expanded facilities in Kentucky. Several are listed below, including 
investment and jobs created.

Making Materials That Fly

"The state's willingness 

to partner closely with 

private industry makes 

this a prime location 

to found and grow our 

world-class and cutting

edge rolling mill."

Craig Bouchard 
Chairman & CEO, Braidy 

Industries

Braidy Industries 
(new) 

$1.3 billion | 550 jobs

Novelis Corporation 
(new) 

$305 million | 125 jobs

Tri-Arrows Aluminum 
(expanding) 

$125 million | 60 jobs

Owls’s Head Alloys Inc. 
(expanding) 

$2.6 million | 17 jobs

Nucor Gallatin Steel 
(expanding) 

$176 million | 75 jobs

Century Aluminum 
(expanding) 

$116.5 million | 250 jobs

In addition, Kentucky offers a variety of other primary metal manufacturers, 
as well as hundreds of plastics, rubber and composites makers; ensuring 
an adequate supply of materials needed to keep the aerospace/defense 
industry sky high.



Talent Base
SUPPLY OF SKILLED WORKERS IN KENTUCKY

Aviation/aerospace companies in Kentucky have access to a supply of qualified 
workers in many fields at costs below the national average. Below is a list of relevant 
job classifications, along with Kentucky’s average hourly rate compared with the 
average U.S. rate.

U.S. KY CA WA TX

Aerospace Engineers $53.85 $49.75 $57.40 $57.56 $53.60

Electrical Engineers $47.41 $42.13 $55.43 $51.23 $50.03

Industrial Engineers $42.56 $37.94 $50.35 $49.99 $49.21

Materials Engineers $46.66 $38.54 $54.39 $49.87 $46.81

Mechanical Engineers $43.17 $39.97 $49.35 $44.75 $49.55

Aerospace Engineering & Operations 
Technicians

$34.17 $29.97 $34.53 $36.52 $30.54

Electro-Mechanical Technicians $27.82 $23.86 $29.22 $29.73 28.87

Avionics Technicians $29.51 $27.53 $32.09 $34.62 $27.79

Aircraft Structure, Surfaces, Rigging and 
Systems Assemblers

$25.25 $25.75 $23.28 $29.09 $25.08

Architectural & Engineering Managers $69.17 $54.27 $80.09 $72.36 $80.40

Computer Systems Analysts $44.05 $35.79 $48.77 $45.09 $45.00

Software Developers, Systems Software $53.17 $41.26 $61.92 $54.96 $51.10

Industrial Machinery Mechanics $24.95 $24.02 $27.26 $28.01 $25.42

Computer Numerically Controlled  
Machine Tool Programmers

$25.75 $21.70 $30.05 $43.37 $28.34

Aircraft Cargo Handling $24.95 $19.76 $23.95 $23.49 $25.69

Airfield Operations Specialists $25.19 $26.53 $31.04 $29.93 $29.43

Sources: U.S. News & World Report and Chmura Economics & Analytics / JobsEQ, 2017 Average per hour based on 40 hrs/week.

Aerospace and defense companies have found a talented 
workforce available in Kentucky.

A manufacturing workforce of 250,000, including more than 
18,500 industry-specific workers, creates products ranging from 
satellites to aircraft engines and brakes. Related industries provide 
engineering services, maintenance and ground support, plus 
repair and logistics assistance.

Kentucky is revolutionizing its workforce delivery system, 
investing more than $200 million in new and expanded workforce 
training centers. In addition, the state has greatly expanded 
its apprenticeship programs and has created a phenomenally 
successful work-study program for young adults.

The state also offers a variety of workforce services, including 
recruitment, training and customized training incentives at little 
to no cost.

Our goal is simple: To provide skills training that is unsurpassed.

Future aerospace and defense workers also are being trained 
early. Nearly 30 Kentucky high schools offer an aerospace 
training curriculum. Students in our apprentice programs are 
offered access to  impressive engineering programs, as well 
as professional flight, aerospace management and aerospace 
technology degrees. Aviation and aerospace classes are taught in 
dozens of our high schools and universities.

Kentucky brings together the skilled workers, training and 
recruitment resources, and the professional degree programs 
that give aerospace companies the advantages they need for 
success.

Top Flight Talent 
TOP FLIGHT TALENT

75% of Kentucky's counties are 
certified–either Work Ready or Work 
Ready in Progress. This means the 
community is ready to accommo-
date companies looking for a new or 
expanded location

The Kentucky Community and 
Technical College system offers 
Advanced Manufacturing Training 
Programs in aviation maintenance

Kentucky has three Centers for 
Academic Excellence in Cyber 
Defense

Kentucky's communities have been taking 
unprecedented steps to ensure that its 
workforce is trained and ready to work

In certain regions of the state, 
companies can save up to 30% 
in labor costs compared to other 
aerospace-clustered regions

Eastern Kentucky has been certified 
Aero Ready. The region was certified 
due to its existing labor force and 
ongoing educational programs

Eastern Kentucky University offers the 
new FAA restricted Airline Transport 
Pilot (R-ATP) authorization as part of 
their commercial pilot curriculum.

The Aerospace Alliance of East 
Kentucky is training unemployed coal 
miners to qualify them for high-tech, 
aerospace-related jobs

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

• Kentucky workers are being trained on AS9100 certification 
requirements.

• The Career Skills Program is offered at all installations to assist 
some 6,000 transitioning military members each year.



Kentucky’s No. 1 export for the past few years has been products for the 
aerospace and defense industries. Aerospace exports have grown by 207 
percent in the past five years, and in 2017, stood at $11.7 billion.

Kentucky’s exports don’t just go to other countries. They go into outer space.
Many micro and nanosatellites and experiments are orbiting the earth. Some 
are part of the International Space Station.
 
However, most of Kentucky’s products stay a little closer to earth. What may 
be surprising to some, Kentucky’s aerospace products are its No. 1 export 
category, with $11.7 billion in 2017, and a five-year growth rate of 207 percent.
Such products as engines and turbines, brakes and electrical systems, 
coatings and components are shipped overseas.

Skyrocketing Exports

In addition to our central US location, part of our logistics success lies in our 
ability to ship products anywhere in the world virtually overnight. Kentucky 
hosts global shipping hubs for three logistics giants - DHL, UPS and Amazon 
Prime – plus several FedEx ground facilities. In addition, our extensive shipping 
network of interstates, rail and waterways guarantee fast shipping anywhere in 
the US. 

130+ airplanes 
land daily

$1.5M 
packages delivered 

daily 

80+ airplanes 
land daily

160K packages 

delivered daily

300+ airplanes 

land daily

$2M+ global air hub 

to distribute  

worldwide

Kentucky's Global Reach
LOGISTICS LEADS THE WAY

AMAZON DHL UPS

NETHERLANDSNETHERLANDS

GERMANYGERMANY

FRANCEFRANCE

MALAYSIA

 CHINA CHINA

JAPAN

SINGAPORE
BRAZILBRAZIL

UNITED KINGDOM

CANADACANADA

HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS 
10 interstates  + 10  

state parkways

GLOBAL SHIPPING HUBS
UPS, DHL and Amazon  

Prime

AIRPORTS
5 commercial, including 
2 international and 60+ 

general aviation

WATERWAYS 
Over 1,980 miles 
of commercially  

navigable waterways  
12 active/developing  

riverports

RAILROADS  
3,200 miles of railroad 
track including 2,600  

miles of freight rail

FREIGHT 
559 million tons  

move across Kentucky  
roadways each week

LOGISTICS

T O P  1 0  E X P O R T  D E S T I N AT I O N S 

Kentucky-made Aerospace
and Defense products

The top aerospace produced 
exported are: 

• Civilian aircraft, engines  
and parts 

• Parts for spacecraft,  
aircraft, etc. 

• Aircraft launch gear and  
deck arresting gear 

• Aerospace products are 
Kentucky’s #1 export 

• $11.7 billion have been 
invested in areospace 
exports 

• 207% increase in 
aerospace exports within 
the last five years

D I D  Y O U 
K N O W ?



Kentucky Provides Your  
Support System

KENTUCKY AEROSPACE
INDUSTRY CONSORTIUM

KA C





Making Business Strong.
Making Life Exceptional.

Old Capitol Annex • 300 W. Broadway
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

(800) 626-2930 • ThinkKentucky.com

GROWING BUSINESS. CUTTING RED TAPE.


